
Our Global Investigations Group

The firm’s specialist global investigations group, which draws 
expertise from our much lauded dispute resolution, financial 
regulation, competition and tax groups, wins instructions on some 
of the most complex, commercially sensitive, and high value 
matters in the market. 

Our clients include:

• Financial institutions 

• Multi-national corporates 

• Government bodies

• Regulators 

Our legal service

Over 50 partners from across the firm work on global 
investigations involving a broad range of business sectors. 
We handle the full spectrum of regulatory, criminal and 
disciplinary investigations by regulatory prosecutors and/or 
professional bodies and government agencies, including;

• Financial regulatory investigations

• Corporate crime

• Competition investigations

• Tax investigations

Our international approach

We have developed extensive and close relationships with 
market leading firms from around the world, working with them 
as a single united team. There is a high level of communication 
and understanding between firms and we have made long-term 
investments to help foster connections at all levels. We have 
extensive experience of working and sharing knowledge together 
so our working practices and approaches are aligned and cultures 
are appreciated. Clients get a fully integrated team who are the 
best at what they do in each jurisdiction, whilst always providing 
value for money.

Why Slaughter and May?

We help clients manage risk
We have used our experience of complex, multi-jurisdictional 
investigations, prosecutions and regulatory proceedings involving 
multiple regulators to guide clients, to achieve strategic and 
commercial pragmatic results while minimising the risk of 
unsuccessful outcomes.

We handle complex business threatening investigations
Over the past three decades, we have played significant roles in 
many of the most important regulatory and criminal investigations 
across a range of business sectors in the UK and worldwide.

We understand the objectives and priorities of regulators.

We have excellent relationships and very significant experience 
of dealing with prosecutors and regulators, both domestically 
(e.g. the SFO and FCA) and abroad (e.g. the SEC and DoJ).
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Included in Global Investigations 
Review’s annual listing of the 
world’s 40 leading 
investigation practices 
2016 Global Investigations Review survey

The lawyers are superbly good and have 
great forensic skills. The team projects 
well out of London and punches above 

its weight internationally.

Chambers Global

Pragmatic, business-driven and 
commercial’, Slaughter and May  

‘stands out’ for its expertise on a  
wide range of matters, including 

regulatory investigations.

Legal 500

Slaughter and May provides the very 
highest quality worldwide legal services 
– managing complex multi-jurisdictional 

transactions in a way that is in tune with local 
legal, cultural and business environments.

Chambers Global

Kevin Warburton 
T +852 2901 7331 
E kevin.warburton@slaughterandmay.com

Richard Swallow 
T +44 (0)20 7090 4094 
E richard.swallow@slaughterandmay.com

Jonathan Cotton 
T +44 (0)20 7090 4090 
E jonathan.cotton@slaughterandmay.com

August 2018

Wynne Mok 
T +852 2901 7201 
E wynne.mok@slaughterandmay.com

Natalie Yeung 
T +852 2901 7275 
E natalie.yeung@slaughterandmay.com



Our investigations capability

All types of investigations, including:

Financial Regulatory Investigations

UK and cross-border financial markets investigations and 
proceedings:

• assisting in internal investigations with a view to resolving 
issues before enforcement action is initiated

• responding to information requests, including on an urgent 
basis during unannounced visits by financial regulators

• negotiating commercial outcomes (many of our cases result in 
private warnings rather than public sanction).

Competition Investigations

The full range of competition and sectoral investigations, 
across multiple jurisdictions, including dealing with dawn raids 
and investigations and proceedings before the UK competition 
authorities, the European Commission and other competition 
authorities worldwide.

Corporate Crime

Conducting investigations and defending criminal cases for 
clients across multiple jurisdictions, including cases of alleged 
bribery, fraud, money laundering, breaches of sanctions, 
and accounting fraud.

Corporate Investigations and Inquiries

Covering:

• internal investigations before any outside agency 
becomes involved

• investigations in relation to disciplinary proceedings brought by 
professional or regulatory bodies

• ad hoc inquiries, e.g. the Leveson Inquiry into the culture, 
practices and ethics of the press.

Tax Investigations

Large scale interventions and in-depth investigations run over a 
number of years by the UK tax authorities and assisting clients in 
dealing with overseas tax investigations.

Leading global pharmaceutical 
groups in relation to complex, 

multi-jurisdictional transfer 
pricing investigations and the 

successful settlement of disputes

Deutsche Bank in relation to regulatory investigations 
into conduct in relation to interbank offered benchmark 

rates, including in the UK, US, Germany, Hong Kong 
and Japan. Settlements with the UK’s FCA, the US 

DoJ and CFTC and the New York DFS were announced 
in April 2015 following settlement with the European 

Commission in 2013

Standard Chartered in respect of a 
number of investigations by US authorities 

(DoJ, New York District Attorney, New 
York DFS, US Federal Reserve and OFAC) 

into issues relating to AML issues and 
compliance with the US sanctions regime. 

Settlements were announced in August 
and December 2012, and August 2014

Serious Fraud Office on its 
defence of the damages claims 

brought by Vincent and Robert 
Tchenguiz. The claims, which 

were said to be worth a total 
of £300m, were all settled in 

2014 for a total of £4.5m

British Airways in connection 
with the DoJ and European 
Commission investigations 
into an alleged air cargo 
cartel in respect of fuel 

surcharges, subsequent 
follow-on damages actions in 
the UK courts, and parallel 

regulatory investigations and 
follow-on litigation in other 

jurisdictions worldwide

A major financial 
institution in 

relation to a dawn 
raid by HMRC 

under co-operation 
agreements with 

the tax authorities 
of another EU 

member state

JPMorgan Chase in relation to 
cross-border investigations by 

the FCA, DOJ, CFTC and other 
prosecutors and regulators into 

conduct in the foreign exchange 
market. Coordinated settlements 

involving multiple banks were 
announced in Q4 2014 and Q2 2015

Rolls-Royce in connection 
with the high profile 

parallel investigations 
being conducted by the 

SFO and the DoJ arising 
from allegations that the 

Company has been involved 
in historic bribery and 

corruption activities in 
overseas jurisdictions

Booking.com in respect of 
the competition investigations into online 

hotel bookings carried out by ten national 
competition authorities across Europe

Telegraph Media 
Group in relation to 

the Leveson Inquiry 
into the culture, 

practices and ethics 
of the press

Diageo in relation to an overseas 
corruption investigation 

spanning multiple jurisdictions 
and regulators

MTR Corporation’s 
Independent Board 
Committee on the 

Express Rail Link (XRL) 
Project in Hong Kong 

regarding its investigation 
and reports into the 

reasons for the delay to 
the XRL project made 
public in April 2014

A global engineering and consulting 
firm in connection with possible 

breaches of sanctions legislation

A global financial 
institution in relation 

to an investigation 
by HMRC into missing 

trader frauds in the 
carbon emissions market

Olympus and one of its UK 
subsidiaries in its successful 

defence of a prosecution in the 
Crown Court for allegedly making 

false or misleading statements to 
the auditors of the UK subsidiary. 

The proceedings were commenced 
after an investigation into a ‘tobashi’ 

scheme used to hide investment 
losses over a number of years

Slaughter and May ‘has particular 
experience in complex investigations 

involving multiple jurisdictions, 
regulators and stakeholders’.

Legal 500

Google, Inc. in relation to 
the European Commission’s 

antitrust investigation into 
allegations that certain 

of Google’s business 
practices in the search and 

advertising sectors violate 
European competition rules

A FMCG multinational 
in a global bribery 

investigation


